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Dear Friends …

2025 was another milestone year for the Mianus River Gorge, continuing our mission of 
scientific research and education with local students and the wider community. We kicked 
off our new speaker series: Bedford Field Notes; launched the expansion and renovation of 
our scientific research center; and after nearly 30 years, our steadfast executive director, 
Rod Christie, announced his retirement. At the heart of these activities, is our commitment 
to protecting our almost 1200 acres of conservation land.
	 Construction on the Gibb house, our headquarters, began in fall of 2025 and will 
include a new Research and Education wing. The building will also contain classroom space 
that can be used for on-site public events and workspace for students participating in our 
award-winning research and education programs. A new, well-equipped lab will allow 
students and staff to conduct applied ecological research that is shared with other land trusts, 
preserves, and institutions throughout the region. As part of the project, the existing office 
space, which has not been updated since 1979, will be renovated and new office space for 
current and future staff will be constructed. Construction is scheduled to be completed by 
the fall of 2026 and we look forward to welcoming you to our new facility.
	 In the spring, we began our 3-part educational series, Bedford Field Notes. 
Topics focused on the Mianus River watershed’s ecology, wildlife, water systems, and 
land management. We look forward to continuing the series in the upcoming years.
Continued improvements were made throughout the Gorge including a new stable path 
over Safford Cascade along the Red Trail, the opening of the interpretive trail loop, and a 
new Stewardship Barn. These improvements would not have been possible without the help 
of Tahawus Trails, our summer interns, and our amazing volunteers.
	 Rod Christie, Mianus River Gorge’s executive director, retired in May 2026. 
Christie helped guide the organization’s growth as a nationally recognized center for forest 
conservation, ecological research, and environmental education. His passion for conservation 
and devotion to the old growth forest has expanded the everlasting legacy of the Mianus River 
Gorge. With Christie’s retirement, Rochelle Thomas joined as the new executive director. 
Thomas most recently served as director of the Greenwich Center for the National Audubon 
Society and is a mission-driven conservation and nonprofit leader, with more than a decade of 
experience advancing conservation and land stewardship, fundraising, strategic planning, and 
community engagement. 
	 We are very grateful for your support and welcome you to visit the Mianus River Gorge 
and Taylor Preserves or our website, mianus.org, to learn more.

Timothy Evnin
Chairman

Dear Friends . . .

THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING 

HAPPENING AT THE GORGE!

To stay informed on Mianus River 
Gorge’s lectures, walks, and volunteer 
opportunities, check out the Activities 

tab on the website homepage, 
mianus.org. Scroll down to the Quick 
Links section and click on MRG News 
to stay up to date on our land protection 
and management initiatives, community 
outreach involvement, and the achieve-
ments of the amazing students in our 

educational programs. You’ll find 
MRG’s ecological consulting services 
under the Land & Water Protection 
tab; papers published by our scientists 
under the Research & Education tab; 

and resources for landowners under the 
Stewardship & Land Management tab.
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Building Strong 

Relationships in the 

Community

	 Rod Christie | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 1999 – 2026

•	Member of the Westchester County Advisory Committee for the NYS Open Space Plan

•	Founding member of steering committee on Hudson-to-Housatonic Regional Conservation 
Partnership (H2H RCP)

•	Presented “Protecting the Mianus River Watershed Through Conservation, Research, and 
Education,” sponsored by the Old Greenwich Garden Club and Perrot Memorial Library

•	Led several walks for The Nature Conservancy staff from their Washington, DC,  
headquarters

•	Provided consulting services to several large landowners related to natural resource inven-
tory and site planning

•	Announced his retirement after 27 years of dedicated service

Lectures and Presentations

Part of Mianus River Gorge’s mission is to share our conservation ethic and expertise with 
the community. For our Ecological Research and Education Program, this means dissemi-
nating our findings and sharing our knowledge with other professionals in the field and 
with the public at large.

	 Chris Nagy | DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH & EDUCATION

•	Co-authored five scientific articles

•	Was interviewed about urban coyotes by several New York-area media outlets

•	Completed the wildlife corridor project for the Town of Bedford

•	Presented results of the Bedford Wildlife Corridor Map at Katonah Library and  
Teatown Reservation

•	Presented “Ongoing Range Expansion of Coyotes in the New York City Area, 2016 – 2024: 
Monitoring, Management, and Outreach” and was a panel member on the Urban Coyote 
Discussion at the International Urban Wildlife Conference (Atlanta) in June

•	Gave a talk about the Gotham Coyote Project for the Animal Behavior Research Seminar 
class at Mercy University in April

•	Appeared in the film “Coywolf” by Lucy Adams, shown at several film festivals including  
the International Wildlife Film Festival and Brooklyn Film Festival 

Scientific Papers Published

MRG staff contributed to several research 
papers in 2025: 

Young JK, Kays R, Green AM, Moll RJ, Schul-
tz JT, Benson JF, Benson-Amram S, Brown J, 
Cahal G, Carr BS, Cepek JD, Davis E, Dough-
erty KD, Gallo T, Gehrt SD, Goode KO, 
Grace T, Henling M, Himes L, Keller S, Kohl 
MT, LaPoint S, Monzón J, Nagy C, Palmer 
E, Prugh LR, Raber S, Ritzel K, Riley SPD, 
Schell CJ, Şekercioğlu ÇH, Stanton L, Breck 
SW. Large-scale experimental assessment 
of coyote behavior across urban and rural 
landscapes. Sci Rep. 2025 Dec 17;16(1):3247. 
doi: 10.1038/s41598-025-33189-y. PMID: 
41407910; PMCID: PMC12830961.

Habig, B., Bradfield, A., Nagy, C., Weckel, M., 
and Lahti D.C. 2025. Predictors of coyote  
occupancy and detection probability in the 
New York Metropolitan Area. Urban  
Naturalist 82:1-15.

Bradfield, A., Nagy, C., Weckel, M. et al. 2025. 
Cats in the city: urban cat distribution is 
influenced by habitat characteristics, anthro-
pogenic factors, and the presence of coyotes. 
Urban Ecosyst 28, 106 (2025). https://doi.
org/10.1007/s11252-025-01709-3

Lilly, M.V., M. Davis, S.M. Kross, C.R. 
Konowal, R. Gullery, S.J. Lee, K.I. Poulos, N. 
Gregory, C. Nagy, D.W. Cozens, D.E. Brack-
ney, M.P. Fernandez, M. Diuk-Wasser. 2025. 
Functional connectivity for white-tailed deer 
drives the distribution of tick-borne patho-
gens in a highly urbanized setting. Landscape 
Ecology 40:87. 

Rooney, B., Kays, R., Cove, M.V. et al. 2025. 
SNAPSHOT USA 2019–2023: The First Five 
Years of Data From a Coordinated Camera 
Trap Survey of the United States. Global Ecol 
Biogeogr, 34: e13941. https://doi.org/10.1111/
geb.13941

Click on the MRG Publications tab in the 
Research and Education section of our  
website, mianus.org, to learn more and  
access copies of the papers. 
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Building Strong 

Relationships in the 

Community  continued

Public Programs and Outreach

Mianus River Gorge is grateful to everyone who joined us for the spring and fall volunteer 
days in the Preserve to ensure the trails are in tip-top shape for the season. Others attended the 
always-popular events that in 2025 taught us how to set up wildlife cameras, explored the 
fields and forest of the southern preserve, searched for warblers and songbirds, navigated our 
new trail head, waded in the riparian habitat and corridor learning about the efforts to protect 
this drinking water source, and learned to identify trees even when all the leaves have fallen 
off for winter. Our ever-popular owl walks with Chris Nagy returned as well as our “Family 
Nighttime Exploration” focusing on the creatures that come out when the sun goes down.

	 Budd Veverka | DIRECTOR OF LAND MANAGEMENT

•	Presented “The Birders Guide to Living with Bears” for the Saw Mill River Audubon at the 
Croton Free Library in February

•	Presented “Living with Bears: Understanding Behavior to Reduce Conflict and Negative 
Interactions” at the Butterfield Memorial Library in Cold Spring in March

•	Presented “Working with NYS High School Science Research Students to Conduct Small-
Scale Invasive Species Management Research in the Lower Hudson Valley” at the Northeast 
Natural History Conference in Massachusetts in April

•	Co-led the “Doing More by Working Together: Research, Conservation, and Management 
of Fish and Wildlife by Regional Conservation Partnerships (RCPs) and their local Partners” 
symposium, and presented “ Examining black bear demographic changes within the sub-
urban Hudson To Housatonic RCP” at the Northeast Fish and Wildlife Conference in New 
Hampshire in April

•	Paneled with iNaturalist’s Scott Lourie at the first Bedford Field Notes series in April

•	Presented “Managing Woody Invasives: Torching” in the Perfect Earth symposium at Stone 
Barns in May

•	Conducted a weed torch training for Rye Nature Center staff in Rye in June

•	Presented “The Effects of Deer Overabundance on Forest Ecology and the Methods to 
Mitigate Those Effects” at the Lower Hudson Partnership for Invasive Species Management 
Partner Meeting in July

•	Presented “Student Research and Education on Suburban Private Lands and Its Use in 
Engaging the Public: Successes and Challenges” at The Wildlife Society Annual Conference 
(Edmonton, Alberta, Canada) in October

•	Presented “Backyard Biology: Birds, Bats, and Bears” as part of the “What’s in My Backyard?: 
Managing Your Garden in a Time of Change” symposium at Boscobel Gardens in Garrison  
in November

•	Paneled with regional conservation leaders following a screening of “The Nature of Nature: 
Biodiversity in the Hudson Valley” at the Katonah Public Library in December 

•	 Represented MRG at the National TWS conference in Baltimore, MD
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Trail Renovation across Safford Cascade

In ongoing efforts to improve trail conditions for an estimated 12,000 annual visitors, 
Mianus River Gorge engaged Tahawus Trails again. Tahawus Trails is a partnership 
of thirteen dedicated individuals who supervise crews of two to 14 seasonal staff. 
The partners have over 70 years of combined professional trail-building and planning 
experience. The crew created a stable path over Safford Cascade along the Red Trail, 
placing steppingstones in the stream making the 
crossing safer and improving the water flow. 

New Post-and-Beam Stewardship Barn

Our new stewardship barn was completed in September under the supervision of Director 
of Conservation and Stewardship, Budd Veverka. The post-and-beam barn has allowed us 
to centralize our stewardship equipment and use the workspace to tackle larger projects. 
Excavation and foundation work was provided by J. Mortara Landscaping & Design and 
Vival Concrete Foundations LLC, respectively. Staff, along with volunteers Richard Veverka 
and Elena Kubicek, assembled the frame, installed the siding and loft flooring, installed the 
shingle roof, and completed the windows, doors, 
and trim. George’s Seamless Gutters added  
a galvanized gutter to the front of the barn. 

New Interpretive Loop Trail

Mianus River Gorge announced the opening of a new trail loop in June of 2025. This short, 
0.2-mile loop starts to the right of the map shelter and connects to the green trail along the 
river. The new loop trail is paved with gravel and is free of steps and steep inclines, making 
it perfect for someone looking for an easy escape into the woods. Several benches have been 
added where you can relax and enjoy the scenery. Just a few steps down the trail is a brand-new 
wildlife viewing area where you can watch the birds at the birdfeeders and read about other 
wildlife you might encounter. 
	 This trail provides an opportunity to learn about the forests and all that we do here  
at MRG to protect vital habitat. Be sure to take a 
handout from the map shelter to read about the 
highlights denoted by the posts.

Gateway to the Gorge Restoration Project

Mianus River Gorge has been focused on improving the entrance to the preserve, adding the 
new trail loop, removing dead ash trees, and expanding the parking lot. In the final piece of 
this project, the MRG team is working to remove the invasive plants within the parking area 
and replace them with native shrubs. With determined management over the next few years, 
these shrubs will fill the gaps left by invasive plant removal and help prevent other invasive 
plants from re-seeding.  

Conserving 

and 

Stewarding 

Land

	 BEFORE

	 AFTERWe hope you enjoy safely crossing this 
stream with its wonderful steppingstones  

This beautiful post-and-beam barn has 
already become an indispensable part of  
MRG’s stewardship program  

Keep an eye out for the numbered posts 
along the trail which refer to different 
aspects of our preserve   

Expansion of the parking lot  
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Research

and

Education 

Education in the Summer

Mianus River Gorge hosted four interns in our College Internship in Suburban Ecology 
(CISE) for 10 weeks this summer, Megan Chun (Colby College), Maximus Santos (University 
of Vermont), Charlotte Shih (UC San Diego), and Zack Spivak (Kenyon College). Our interns 
helped us pull invasive species, sample for ticks, monitor vegetation plots, deploy dozens of 
camera traps, and build our new trail and wildlife pavilion, among many other projects. Chris 
Nagy also supervised a Calder Summer Undergraduate Research (CSUR) Program intern, 
Claire Renault (Fordham), from Fordham’s Louis Calder Center. Claire estimated deer density 
at three County Parks in our area and compared them with our most recent estimates at MRG. 
The interns are an integral part of our land management and research programs each year, and 
this year our team was exemplary. 

MRG Finishes Field Work for Tick Research Partnership

Mianus River Gorge partnered with Mohonk Preserve and Nature Health Global to examine 
associations among tick distribution, hiking trails, and deer density. Staff and volunteers at 
both MRG and Mohonk collected ticks at varying distances from hiking trails, both inside and 
outside deer exclosures. The goal was to see if the species of tick, the life stage, or the abun-
dance of ticks changed at each Preserve; or as one moved closer or farther from trails; or in 
areas where deer were present or fenced out.
 	 Over 100 ticks, mostly deer ticks (Ixodes scapularis) but a few dog ticks (Dermacentor 
variabilis), were collected across five days of sampling. Far more ticks were collected outside 
of fenced areas than inside, which suggests that reductions in deer density could also lead to 
reduced numbers of ticks, though further research is needed. Fewer ticks were also collected 
along trails, which could mean hiking on designated paths is relatively safe compared to hiking 
off trail. This project was generously supported by a Catalyst Grant from the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation and Land Trust Alliance.

Flying Squirrels in the Gorge

Flying squirrels are the most common squirrel in the Eastern U.S., but most people have never 
seen one due to their nocturnal nature. Endangered in southern portions of their range, the 
larger northern flying squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus) prefers areas with conifers on larger unbro-
ken tracts of land. The historic range of northern flying squirrels includes Mianus River Gorge 
and its remnant old-growth conifer forest, but are northern flying squirrels still in the Gorge? 
That is the question Wildlife Technician Program student, Daisy Lamb, of Irvington High 
School has set out to answer. 
	 In the first year of her study, Daisy installed remote cameras and acoustic recorders at 
sites across the Preserve to see if southern and northern flying squirrels could be identified by 
sight and sound. She observed many flying squirrels but was unable to determine if they were 
the northern or southern species. In fall of 2025, the second year of her study, Daisy collected 
flying squirrel DNA from baited platforms and used eDNA analysis to determine which species 
occupy Mianus River Gorge. If we find the northern flying squirrel is indeed present, this 
research could help focus future stewardship and land acquisition efforts to aid in their survival.

Bedford Field Notes: Life in the 

Watershed

In Spring of 2025, Bedford Field Notes 
brought the community together for an 
inspiring educational series that explores 
the natural world. Held at Bedford 
Historical Hall, the series featured 
world-class speakers, interactive content, 
and lively gatherings that celebrated the 
unique ecology of the region. Presented 
by Mianus River Gorge in partnership 
with the Bedford Historical Society, 
Bedford Audubon, Bedford Garden Club, 
and Rusticus Garden Club, the series was 
a resounding success.
 	 The series focused on the Mianus 
River watershed’s ecology, wildlife, 
water systems, and land management 
from renowned experts, including 
iNaturalist’s Scott Loarie, Waterkeeper 
Alliance’s Marc Yaggi, and renowned 
landscape architect Kate Orff. Moder-
ated by CBS Sunday Morning’s David 
Pogue, the Bedford Field Notes series is 
a celebration of Bedford’s natural beauty 
and a call to action for preserving its 
unique ecology. 
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2025
Financial

Summary

OPERATING PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Contributions	 $2,284,267 	 79%

Grants	 $392,108 	 14%

Special Events	 $197,930 	 7%

Total *	 $2,874,305	 100% 

OPERATING EXPENSES

Programs	 $849,225 	 65%

Admin	 $199,110 	 15%

Fundraising	 $259,486 	 20%

Total	 $1,307,821 	 100%

EXCESS OF PUBLIC SUPPORT AND 	 $1,566,484

REVENUE OVER EXPENSES
	  

* Support includes $827,708 that was restricted for our ongoing  
facilities renovation

In addition, not included above, the Mianus River Gorge received 
an in kind donation — land and building valued at $1.4 million
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LEADERSHIP LEVEL ($25,000 +)

Anonymous (1)
AE Family Foundation *
Tim and Mary Evnin *
Nicholas Firth *
Lloyd and Abby Gerry
Estate of Margaret P. Hebard
Kelly and Andre Hunter *
New York State Department of Environ- 
	 mental Conservation/Land Trust Alliance
New York State Office Of Parks, Recreation  
	 and Historic Preservation
S & L Marx Foundation
Charles and Bonnie Tisi
Patty and Andrew Towle
Jean-Paul and Carol Ann Valles *

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE ($10,000 – $24,999)

Jayni and Chevy Chase
John Gilliam
Michael Graham
Robert and Stacey Morse
John and Leslie Needham *
New York State Dept. of Environmental  
	 Conservation
Kevin and Cheri O’Reilly *
David and Faith Pedowitz
The Rice Family Foundation
Chris and Roddy Roosevelt *
William Sarnoff *
Estate of John Stamatov
Akash Mahajan
Martin Torres and Serena Peck
Ian and Tina Winchester
     
PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE ($5,000 – $9,999)

Athletic Brewing Company
Brian and Barbara Barrett
The Bydale Foundation
Brian and Alli Choi
Bill and Wendy Foulke *
Armando Gutierrez and Jack Johnson
Heller Family Foundation

Kathryn Hoenig and Douglass Maynard
Cliff and Dorothy Lanier
Matthew and Erin Lubman
Gerardo and Melissa Mendez
Nicki and David Pogue
Eve Rice and Timothy Mattison
Dan and Charlene Ryan
Barbara Schatz and Rick Schaffer
Robert Schmidt
Sarah and Adam Schwarzschild
Marshall Vingi
Joanne Witty and Eugene Keilin
Heather V. Wolf

STEWARD ($1,000 –$4,999)

Anonymous (1)
Bill Abranowicz and Andrea Raisfeld
Louise Todd Ambler
Aquarion Water Company
Joshua Arnow and Elyse Brill
James Attwood and Leslie Williams
Jonathan Becker and Alexandra Kotur
Bedford Garden Club
Amy Parsons and Paul Bird
Mary and David Boies
Christopher and Mary Kate Borello
David and Joy Brenner
Russell and Molly Breuer
Dory and Alex Butler
Simon and Stacy Carruthers
Cameron Goodyear and JC Chandor
John Claypoole and Steven Scuro *, **
Winthrop and Ellen Conrad
Scott and Antonia Davis
David Eckles and Minette Nelson
James Ehrlich
Nora Fay
Nick and Lauren Fernandez
Patricia Ferrari and Andrew Janszky
Margery Fisher and Gary Disher
The Goodnow Fund
James and Dale Gould
Patricia Grunebaum

Randy and Tim Hall
Nan Hayworth
Susie Heller *
Oliver and Leah Henzler
Gerry Hodes
Harold and Kate Hope
Allen and Lori Jackson
Amos and Floy Kaminski
Toby and Arielle Kebbell
Michael and Beazie Larned
AJ and Janelle Lika
Peter and Maggie Limburg
John Longstreet and Nika Lauraitis
Timothy and Loriann Low
Piers and Bonnie MacDonald *
Pamy Manice
Bree McKenney and Chris Detoy
Gavin and Kate McLaughlin
Bill and Holly Mensching
Howard and Elizabeth Metzger
Eric and Jen Meyers
Stephen and Linda Munger
Isabel and Christopher Murphy
Payson and Grant Murray
The Nature Conservancy
NM Morris Family Foundation
Michael Nyenhuis and Susan Murley-Copley
Charles and Hilary Parkhurst
Peckham Family Foundation
Scott and Lauren Pinkus
Jonathan and Virginia Powers
Celeste and Joseph Rault
John and Varner Redmon
Mitchell and Rina Reichgut
The Resource Foundation
Jen and Malcolm Rollo
The Rusticus Garden Club
Eric Schwartz and Debra Fram
Norman and Melissa Selby
Abby Simpson and Todd Mydland
Brad Smith
Consuelo and Russ Spitler
Michael Struble and Christina Bresani

Annual Giving 

2025
Annual Giving is comprised of generous 

support to our annual fund and special 

projects here at Mianus River Gorge, Inc.
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Andrew and Ailie Pilecki
Nan Pollock
Will and Lyn Reardon
Marian Rissenberg
Christopher and Mary Ann Robinson
Alex and Mackenzie Roussos
Peter and Kathy Sachs
Sandpiper Fund, Inc.
Raymond and Marie Scanlan
Lisa Schneider and Steven Altman
Jonathan and Deborah Stanley
James and Nicola Stephenson
Benjamin and Monica Stolbach
Louisa Stone
Molly Sugarman
Rachel Theilheimer
Jane Zimmerman and Jordan Tucker
James and Jennifer Vellano
Zachary and Daphne Viders
Roger and Melissa Vincent
Robert and Lilian von Althann

SUPPORTER ($250 – $499)

Dale and Noriko Akinla **
Jane and Stephen Alpert
Peter and Kathi Arnow
Bedford Books
Matthew Bromley
Ellen Calves
Peter Canby and Anne Putnam
Cornelia Cogswell Rossi Foundation Inc.
Lloyd and Tori Cox
Mary Cygan and Frank Bruey
Nick David
Christian Daviron
Sal and Annette Di Grandi
Sarah Douglis and Mark Yaggi
Jimmy and Muffin Dowdle
Joel and Arline Epstein
Fleur Fairman and Tim Wallach
Giff Foley
L. Scott Frantz
Tom and Wendy Gardner

Jason and Alexandra Stull
John Swansburg and Happy Menocal
Steel and Tricia Swift
Marilen Tilt
The Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation
Sam and Emily Vallely
Nancy and Roger Vincent
Lucy Waletzky
Bill and Teresa Waterman
Don Weeden
Robert Westenberg
Harry and Liz White *
Tom and Carolina White
Ira and Cecilia Wolfson
Will and Heather Woodbridge
Vic and Leslie Wortmann
Strauss Zelnick and Wendy Belzberg

FOREST WARDEN ($500 – $999)

Anonymous (2)
Frederic and Ashley Allatt
Susie Allport
Michaela Babuskova and Harrison Boyce
Skip and Michaela Beitzel
Jose Berra
Amit and Chetna Bhattacharyya
Kelly Brant and Sydney Alexander
Christopher Brescia
Tom and Catherine Butkiewicz
Seth and Kirtley Cameron
Benjamin and Victoria Carlin
Kristy Clark
Robert and Eliza Clymer
Teresa and Bruce Colley
Wyatt and Beth Crowell
Marc and Jodi Desforges
Cheryl and Daniel Dunson
Charlesanna and Bill Ecker
John and Heidi Fahey
Peter and Vivian Falco
Jordan and Paul Ferney
John and Anne Fink
Murray and Emily Fisher

Susan H. Fisher
Gregory and Melissa Fleming
Herbert and Tina Foster
Jeff and Landa Freeman
Nick Frelingheysen and Heather Clay
Carol Goldman and Joe Simonetti
Harry and Emily Grand
Kathleen Greene
Hamilton and Patricia Hadden
Peter and Liz Hallock
Sara and Brooks Hamblett
Janet Harckham
Laura and Ben Harris
Abbe Heller
Robert and Lisette Henrey
Robert Hogan
Geoffrey and Bonnie Horn *
Liberty Howell
Gray and Caty Huffard
Alistair and Erica Hutchings
Jenny and Chaim Indig
Michael and Olga Kagan
Brendan Keegan and Elizabeth Waterman
Julia Kelly and Alastair Merry
Jack and Philippa Kennedy
Jeff and Anna Kenoff
Isa Kriegeskotte
Daniel and Phyllis Laline
Michael Landsman and Evyan Metzner
Edward Lowndes
Laura MacBeth
Gordon and Caroline MacGill
Tony and Shelly Malkin
Forrest and Mackenzie Mas
Carol Matthews and Kris Salovaara
Alan and Joan McDougall
Mike and Courtney McGinnis
Harry McLachlin
Matthew and Elisabeth Mitchell
Travis and Kristle O’Brien
John and Erin O’Connor
Ross Perlin and Cecil Howell
Sondra Peterson
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Frank Geiger
Marshall Goldberg
Green Fingers Garden Club
Carney and Melissa Hawks
David Hochman
Elizabeth Huffine
Karen Kahn
Joel and Laura Kaplan
Arthur Klausner and Robin Sherman
Steven and Marguerite Lancia
Anthony and Heather Langham
Ernest and Kathie Laug
Lee and Lara LeBrun
Paul and Lindsay Matthews
Catherine Murchie
Rebecca Muskus
Bryce and Samantha O’Brien
Chris and Kathryn Perry
Tyler and Schuyler Perry
William and Olivia Reighley
Mark and Rochelle Rosenberg
Cynthia and John Russell
Sam and Beth Sachs
Aaron Schluger
Frederick and Linda Sharp
Frederick and Katherine Sheppard
Mitchell and Susan Silverman
Gail Stoddart
Dana and Syd Thayer
Cindy Thebaud
Frances Train
Sandra Van Gilder
Sandy and Sidney Van Zandt
Kathryn Walsh and Wesley Romansky
Leslie and Andrew Zachary

FRIEND (UP TO $250)

Anonymous (5)
Jeffrey and Jennifer Allen
Alan and Carol Alterman
Michael Alterman
Rebecca Amiot-Jasperson
Gundars and Dace Aperans
Mark and Jeri Appel

Peter and Kim Arguimbau
Allen and Eleanor Avrutin
Jon Baitz
Carson and Alexandra Baker
Stephen and Whitney Barbera
Anthony and Grace Bardinelli
Keith Bass
Elan and Diana Ben-Avi
James and Ellen Best
Peter Bevacqua
George Bickel
Robert and Jane Black
Pam Bolton
Robert and Judy Brown
Ross and Fella Burbank
Christopher and Illyria Burdick
Susan Burke
Richard and Catherine Burkhardt
Gerard and Gabriele Burns
Leah Cadwallader
Richard Campbell
Marcy Cardarelli
Marc and Kristin Casasanta
Dottie Cholnoky
Paul and Patricia Cioffari
Elizabeth and Chris Cormier
Dawn Crainer
Mike and Lucy Danziger
Elizabeth Dash
Gracemarie Dell’Angelo
David and Jocelyne DeNunzio
Barbara DiGiacinto
Annalisa DiNucci
Phil and Paula Dollard
Edward and Joanna Dowey
Joseph and Mary Dowling
J. Scott Dyer and Kathryn Ward
Peter Ehrlich
Selby Ehrlich
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Ehrmann
Joseph and Gina Einstein
Tom Faraone and Francine Gabreluk
Steve and Annie Fernald
Kathleen Finnigan

Judith Fletcher and John Rathe
Fred Forni
Berni and Ann Gastrich *
Matthew Ginsberg
Mark Girvin and Ruth Gyure
Deirdre and Jim Glascott
Gary Glauber and Deborah Cerar
Anthony and Judy Godino
Will and Debbie Gourd
Robert and Cassandra Greene
Greenwich Garden Club
David Greif and Elizabeth Lieberman
Barry and Ellen Grossbaum
Dave and Caroline Grubb
Ara Guzelimian and Janet Clough
Katie Hall and Paul Risko
Michael Harney
Thomas Hartch
Neil and Ann Havlik
Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Susan Jackson
Jill Jacobs
Gary Jacobson and Bridget Thorne
Gail Jankus
Cynthia Jerome and Eric Bergman
Steven and Nancy Joffe
William and Lauren Kager
Linda Kalarchian
Alexander and Urszula Kaltsas
Madhavi and Vidyasagar Kancharla
Kerri A. Kazak-Lowe and Andrew Lowe
Cecily Keating
Jeff P. Kiel
Estelle F. Kirsh
Loring and Diane Knoblauch
Nandip and Jennifer Kothari
James Krasniewicz
Marina Kubicek and Lawrence Schneider
Ehud Laska
Jonathan Lazarus and Patricia Healy
Susan Levitt
Abe and Pat Levy
Lynnie Lewis
Rose Lin
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Nelson and Teresa Long
Laura Malfa
Jonathan Mann
Michael Maoz
Frances Martin
Colin and Elizabeth McEvoy
Linda McKee
Patrick and Maureen McManus
David Medd
Alan and Janis Menken
Robert and Mary Milo
Chuck and Fiona Mitchell
Richard and Barbara Moggio *
Emily Mohlin
Mark and Carrie Moran
Peter and Martina Moss
Charles and Julie Noble
Gene and Linda O’Donovan
Steve and Silvia Ohler
Frank R. Parker III
David Patterson
Lynn and Alan Pearce
Stephen Petricone and Laura Cramer
Lillian Petruccione
Jack and Jane Phillips
Peter and Elizabeth Plunkett
Pound Ridge Garden Club
Frederic and Penny Putnam
Susanne Quattrochi
Bruce and Carolyn Quinn
Richard and Christa Ramage
David and Kate Redalieu
Charles and Susan Reeder
Chris and Leslie Regan
Matthew and Stacy Reingold
Edward Rinaldi
Philip and Dorinn Rodman
Jeffrey and Karen Rosenthal
David Rust
Tancee and Tom Sassi
Rob and Karen Schmidt
Teresa Scott
Robert and Linda Seaver
Carol Seischab

Mark Siegel
Joan Silaco
Mary Silberman
Steven Silberstang and Sylvia Smolensky
Moses Silverman and Betty Robbins
Amy Sirot
Shelley Smith
Michael and Melissa Spiesman
David Spiwak
Warren and Susan Stern
Jack Stoecker
Scott and Jennifer Strasser
Stewart and Jeri Strauss
Carolyn Surgent
Larry Tamaccio and Betsy Seng
Tammy Tayman
Elizabeth Thebaud
Stephen and Geraldine Tortorella
Norman and Phyllis Tunnell
Roger van Loveren and Karen Lau
Daria Veccia
Alan R. Viani
Leo and Barbara Vircillo
Stephen and Maura Walsh
Walt and June Weissinger
Doran and Gail Welch
Carol and Lee West
Virginia Wetzel
Aimee Whitman
James Wilson
Norman and Liz Winskill
William and Catherine Ziegler
Felice Zwas and Sarah Gallen

* Anable Society   
** Includes Matching Gift

IN HONOR OF ROD CHRISTIE

Brian and Barbara Barrett
Winthrop and Ellen Conrad
Susie Heller
Pamy Manice
Raymond and Marie Scanlan
Norman and Melissa Selby
Frederick and Katherine Sheppard
Marilen Tilt
Nancy and Roger Vincent

IN HONOR OF TIM EVNIN

Gerry Hodes

IN HONOR OF BEN HELLER AND  

CHRISTINE HOPE

Bill and Holly Mensching
Gene and Linda O’Donovan
Jack and Jane Phillips
Virginia Wetzel

IN MEMORY OF ROGER MACY

Phil and Paula Dollard

IN MEMORY OF JAMES TODD, JR.

Abe and Pat Levy

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES

Comcast
Finastra International Limited
Goldman Sachs
Morgan Stanley

THE ANABLE SOCIETY

MRG established the Anable Society in memory of Gloria Anable and 
to honor those who have furthered the mission of the Mianus River Gorge. 

Gifts to The Anable Society help secure the future of the Preserve 
and the quality of its surrounding watershed.
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A Legacy

of

Conservation

Rod Christie, retired at the end of May 2026 as Executive Director of the Mianus River Gorge. 
He served with a passion for the Gorge’s old growth forest, reflecting: “I like to get as deep into 
the old growth forest as I can – which is usually down by Havemeyer Falls. It’s very craggy 
and quiet. It feels the most like you’re really in this virgin forest.” This attachment has driven 
Christie’s efforts for 27 years, and he leaves behind a dramatically transformed organization 
with a reputation as a regional authority on conservation science.

Training the Next Generation

Recognizing that students typically fade from environmental education after elementary 
school, Rod Christie worked to build a program for high school students, undergraduates, and 
PhD candidates to all work together. This program, now known as the Ecological Research 
Program, brings students together to conduct genuine scientific research under intensive 
mentorship. Projects focus on applied research that directly informs land management: 
invasive species, hemlock health, black bear distribution, and the Gotham Coyote Project with 
the American Museum of Natural History. Program alumni have gone on to become doctors, 
university researchers, and environmental professionals.

Protecting what Matters 

Under Rod Christie’s leadership, the Gorge has grown from 600 acres to over 1,100 acres 
preserved in perpetuity. Each acquisition required careful strategy and patient negotiation. 
Christie worked on relationship building: discovering what would motivate a property owner 
to make a land donation. Key examples are his work acquiring the 73-acre Levene property, 
and “the dagger” an 11-acre parcel jutting through the main Preserve – the board had been 
working on this acquisition since 1956, with Christie succeeding in 2018. His quiet cultivation 
of donors, often over decades, led to countless monetary and parcel donations. 
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Trusting Expertise

Another dimension of Christie’s leadership: his willingness to give talented staff room to 
pursue ambitious ideas with his commitment to science-based stewardship. This freedom 
and support gave Chris Nagy the room he needed to carve his own 20-year legacy at the 
Gorge; creating a—now nationally recognized—coyote study. As steward, Christie oversaw 
an extensive deer management program. Monitoring vegetation plots for 20 years, the Gorge 
published a landmark paper documenting 15 years of deer counts, management efforts, and 
forest recovery in 2022. Using exclosures—fenced plots that keep deer out—Mianus River 
Gorge documented what the forest should look like versus what happens when deer browse 
freely. The approach is now common practice at preserves throughout Westchester County.

Honoring a Legacy

Twenty-seven years is a significant portion of a life, and Christie has spent his time in service 
of something that will outlast him by centuries. He believed strongly that the land should 
contribute to the field of applied ecological research. Christie set the path for intentional 
stewardship by bringing on staff scientists and interns creating the research division of 
Mianus River Gorge. To continue this legacy, the Mianus Ecological Research Fund was 
created to ensure every future student has the same life-changing opportunity he created. 
Help us expand our facilities, build a state-of-the-art laboratory and classroom, and sustain 
the mission. This is a pivotal time for our organization, as we commit to deepening our work 
in land protection, stewardship, and biodiversity while staying true to our mission to protect 
irreplaceable habitats for the community, wildlife, and future generations.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2025

Officers

Timothy W. Evnin
Chairman

Christopher du P. Roosevelt
Vice Chairman

Andre Hunter
Vice Chariman

John S. Needham
President

Kathryn Hoenig
Treasurer

Sarah Schwarzschild
Secretary

Trustees

Jayni Chase 
Nicholas Firth
Lloyd Gerry
Alexandra Kotur 
Gerardo Mendez 
Happy Menocal
Robert R. Morse
Nicki Dugan Pogue
Daniel T. Ryan
Martin Torres
Sam Vallely
Heather V. Wolf

STAFF AND ADVISORY BOARD

Staff

Roderick G. Christie
Executive Director

Chris Nagy
Director of Research & Education

Budd Veverka
Director of Conservation & Stewardship

Jean-Luc Plante
Preserve Steward

Tina Barrett
Bookkeeper

Alison Kelly
Office Manager

Kristan Winters
Communications & Grants Manager

Leslie Zachary
Director of Development

Advisory Board

Susan Allport
Brian W. Barrett 
Mary Boies
Selby Ehrlich
Anne H. French
Margaret B. Harding
D. Bryce O’Brien II
Sheryl C. Tishman
Nancy M. Vincent
Harold T. White

Auditors

Victor J. Cannistra CPA, P.C.

Trustees

and Staff

Your donation to Mianus River Gorge 

helps us to preserve, protect, and 

promote appreciation of the natural 

heritage of the Mianus River watershed 

through land acquisition and conservation, 

scientific research and public education 

throughout the region. 

To donate, please visit mianus.org, 

or send your check to:  

167 Mianus River Road, Bedford, NY 10506 

Thank you!
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167 Mianus River Road, Bedford, New York 10506    (914) 234-3455    mianus.org


